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Notes on Waskia Grammar 



This section is included to help those who would like to 
understand a little more of the structure of the Waskia 
language. 



A. PRONOUNS 
Personal pronouns 



am 

ni 

nu 

ana 

nina 

nun a 



mi 

yu 

em 

mipela/yumi 

yupela 

ol 



I 

you (s) 

he /she /it 

we 

you (pi) 

they 



With verb "go" in past tense 



am namerem 
ni namerem 
nu namaram 
ana namaman 
nina namaman 
nuna namaman 



Possessive pronouns Object pronouns Emphatic 



aninga 

nika 

noko 

an an an g a 

nenenga 

nononga 



my 

your 

his/her 

our 

your 

their 



aninga 
nika 



you 
him 



nu 

anananga us 
nenenga you 
nononga 



them 



agata 

keta 

kota 

nangata 

nengeta 

nongota 



I went 
you went 
he went 
we went 
you went 
they went 

pronouns 

myself 

yourself 

himself 

ourselves 

yourselves 

themsel ves 



imi aninga kawam an 
this my house I 

'this is my house 1 'I 

Accompaniment pronouns 

agarak 

nikerak 

ilak 



1 nu morem 
him hit 
hit him' 



nangarak 
ningarak 
nungarak 



with me 
with you 
with him 
wi th us 
with you 
with them 



am agata namerem 

I myself went 
'I went myself 



am nu ilak namerem 
I he with him went 
'I went with him 1 

nu nungarak namaram 
he with them went 
'he went with them' 



Reflexive/Reciprocal pronouns 



aimi 

nimi 

numi 

nainimi 

ninimi 

nunumi 



myself 
yourself 
himself 
ourselves ") 
yourselves \ 
themsel vesj 



one another 
each other 



nuna nunumi manorman 
they themselves told 
'they told each other' 

nu kota numi moram 
he himself himself killed 
'he killed himself 
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B. NOUNS, ADJECTIVES, AND DEMONSTRATIVES 



Nouns are words which give the names of things, e.g. kawam 
'house 1 . Adjectives are words which describe what things are 
like, e.g. biya 'big'. In Waskia they follow the noun. 
Demonstratives are words which point out which thing is being 
talked about, e.g. imi 'this' owore 'that'. In Waskia they 
follow the noun and adjective. 



kawam biya imi 
house big this 
' this big house' 



ani kawam owore te namerem 

I house that to went 

'I went to that house over there' 



These are some of the demonstratives: 





directional 


here , there 


this , that 


like this, 


close 


e/es 


ewela 


imi /ewere 


iwita that 


nearby 


e 


sowola 


sumu/sowore 


suwuta 


distant 





owola 


umu /owore 


uwuta 


distance 




bola 


mu /bore 


but a 



not so relevant 

Most family relationship terms, most body part terms, and a 
few other words change their forms. In the dictionary only 
the third person singular ("he") form is listed, e.g. nuet 
'his father' , kuting 'his arm'. The following chart contains 
examples showing other forms. Only the underlined form occurs 
listed in the dictionary. 



bone 



body 



husband wife 



aninga my 
nika your 
noko his 
an an an ga our 
nenenga your 



asokel angimik agari 

sokel kimik kari 

sokel kumik kuari 

nasokel nangimik nagari 

nesokel ningimik nigari 



nononga their nosokel nungumik nugari 



aiwus 

niwus 

nuwiis 

naniwus 

niniwus 

nunuwus 



C. VERBS 

Verbs are words which say what someone or something is doing, 
e.g. namerem 'I went'. In Waskia verbs nearly always come at 
the end of the sentence. 

ani noko kawam te namerem 
I his house to went 
'I went to his house' 
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The verbs have different forms, but usually only one of these 
is listed in the dictionary, the third person singular form, 
e.g. namoso 'he goes'. 

The forms for the verb 'to go 1 in Waskia are as follows: 







past 


past habitua 


il present 


future 






went 


used to go 


go/goes 


will go 


ani 


JL 


namerem 


namakasam 


namasam 


namirikko 


ni 


you 


n 


M 


•• 


namarko 


nu 


he 


namaram 


namakaso 


namoso 


namurukko 


ana 


we 


namaman 


namakasan 


namasan 


namanakko 


nina 


you 


H 


it 


ii 


namaralko 


nuna 


they 


II 


41 


ii 


namomonko 



Notice that the endings on the verbs change. Other verbs use 
similar endings for the different tenses. Sometimes wa is 
inserted before the verb ending to show that an action is 
continuing. 

ani namawasam 

I am going 

In future verb forms ko is used only at the end of the sentence. 

ana nam anak nungark anak asele aking tai nakko 

we we. will. go them. we. will. see then again we. will. come 

'We will go and see them, and then come back. ' 



Some verbs have more complicated forms, but you will notice 
that the endings are very similar to those for namoso f to go 1 



An exampl 


e is the ve 


rb manarso f tell f , which uses man- maon 


manaru- manor- manar 


- at the beginning of the 


word. 






past 


past habitual 


present 


future 






told 


used to tell 


tell/tells 


will tell 


ani 


I 


man -em 


manaru-kasam 


manor- sam 


man-ikko 


ni 


you 


ii 


ii 


ii 


manaru-ko 


nu 


he 


maon-am 


manaru-kaso 


manar- so 


man-ukko 


ana 


we 


manor-man 


manaru-kasan 


manor- san 


manor-nakko 


nina 


you 


n 


ii 


ii 


maon-alko 


nuna 


they 


Ii 


ii 


ii 


manar-monko 
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Some other verbs like this are pagarso ! he breaks' kulurso 
f he deceives 1 batagarso f he cuts 1 sangarso f he helps' kasurso 
f he shows 1 asurso f he plants 1 nungurso f he straightens 1 "] 

D. QUESTIONS 

In Waskia there are three basic ways to ask a question: 

1. Use a question intonation. Nuna taiman? Have they come? 

2. Use £ / ye, i^, or agi at the end of the sentence. 

3. Use a question word with or without a /ya. The question 
words are these: ~ 



amaru 


when 


anape 


what 


anape ko 


why 


apalak 


where 


aparete 


where 


apoko 


where 


arika 


who (pi ) 


awiri 


who (s) 


awiri ko 


whose 


awila 


how many 


awuk 


how 


awuk bare 


which 


awuk se 


why /how ii 


s it that 
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